Jan 14th 2009 … Meeting Notes
Rule 10, Section 6   Contact   Article 7 (page 66) … “A dribbler shall neither charge into nor contact an opponent in his/her path, nor attempt to dribble between two opponents, or between an opponent and a boundary, unless the space is such as to provide a reasonable chance for him/her to go through without contact.  
Interpretation = If a player attempts to dribble, or step, between two (or more) opponents, or between an opponent and the side line and contact occurs, the primary responsibility for the contact is that of the dribbler or the player attempting to avoid a trap situation.  

Meaning … If a player is trapped or if a player attempts to split 2 or 3 defenders who are standing within 3 feet of each other or if an offensive player tries to squeeze between a defender(s) and the sideline and contact occurs … if the defensive players have established legal guarding position, the responsibility for the contact lies with the offensive player! … Meaning we should not call fouls on the defense if the offensive player causes contact while attempting to step through a trap … we should not be bail out the offensive player who attempts to go past a defender who is close (by rule within 3 feet) to the sideline and bump into the defender and consequently step out of bounds … we should not call defensive fouls when an offensive player is going to the basket and attempts to slice and dice through defenders who are in legal guarding position within 3 feet of each other and contact occurs.  Bottom line here is that if defender(s) have established legal guarding position and there is insufficient room (less than 3 feet) for the offensive player to get past the defender(s), at the very least we should rule this  a “no-call,” and if you deem the contact to be 

a foul, the foul should be a player control foul.  Don’t penalize good, legal defense. 

See casebook page 90, 10-6-7, and IAABO notes regarding dribbler contact.
Intentional Fouls … Rule 4, Section 19, Article 3 (page 32) …  … last sentence … A foul also shall be ruled intentional if while playing the ball a player causes excessive contact with an opponent.  The tough part is determining what we define as “excessive?”     
Wikipedia says excessive is “more than is acceptable … beyond what is considered acceptable, proper, usual, or necessary.”   Seems to be a great benchmark …Talk with other officials!
… more on Intentional Fouls …Casebook pages 27& 28 … 4.19.3 says that just because a coach is yelling “foul, foul, foul,” we are not to rule that any ensuing contact will automatically be ruled as  intentional … that we should use the benchmark of whether the defender “is making a legitimate attempt to play the ball” when determining if the foul is a common foul or an intentional foul, regardless of what the coach or other players may be saying.
                                                                                     
Headband, wristband, uniform regulations are NFHS rules, should be enforced with all the school games we officiate, New Castle County, Cecil County, varsity, jv, freshmen, middle school.  We have been directed by DIAA and MPSSAA to be lenient with uniform colors at the non-varsity level.  We should enforce headband, wristband, t-shirt rules at every school game … NFHS!     
Injury situations … when to call the coach or trainer onto the court???

                                  Recent Plays/Situations from Board 11 Official’s Questions 
1. During a jump-ball, non-jumper B-2 jumps from his/her frontcourt, catches the tapped ball, and lands in his/her backcourt.  The umpire calls a backcourt violation.  Is the official correct?

2. During a throw-in by A-1, A-2 jumps from his/her frontcourt, catches the throw-in, and lands in his/her backcourt.  The official calls a backcourt violation.  Is the official correct?

3. A-1 secures a rebound at team B’s basket.  A-1 throws a pass that is intercepted by B-1 who has jumped from his or her frontcourt.  B-1 intercepts the pass and lands in his or her backcourt.  The official calls a backcourt violation.  Is the official correct?

4. After the referee’s toss reaches its highest point, jumper A-1 taps the ball and before the ball hits the court  B-1 touches the ball.  A1 then catches the ball, still before it touches the floor or any other player.  The officials rule that this should be a “re-jump.”  Are the officials correct?

5. The referee tosses the ball to start the game.  The toss is a good toss but the jumpers do not time the toss correctly and the ball falls to the court between the two jumpers.  The umpire blows his or her whistle, requests a re-jump, and if time has run off the clock, instructs the timer to reset the clock to 8:00.  Is the umpire correct?
6. While trying to run off a screen set by A-2, A-1 runs out of bounds near the endline.  The official rules a violation because A-1 went out of bounds for an unauthorized reason.  Is the official correct?

7. A-3 and B-3 are chasing down an errant pass near the endline.  B-3 taps the ball trying to save it and momentum carries him/her out of bounds.  The ball remains inbounds and is bouncing on the court.  No other player touches the ball.  B-3 then steps into the court and establishes one foot back inbounds.  No other part of his/her body is touching out of bounds.  B-3 picks up the basketball and scores.  The official rules this a legal play.  Is the official correct?

8. A-4 is making a throw-in from the endline under his/her own basket.  It is a high pass and it brushes off the top of A-5’s hand before going into the backcourt.  A-2 goes back and picks up the ball.  The official calls a backcourt violation.  Is the official correct?
9. Prior to the game, some team B members are wearing black headbands while others are wearing white headbands.  The officials rule that Team B may wear both because they all are acceptable colors according to the Federation rule.  Are the officials correct?

10. Team A is wearing white uniforms with green numbers.  Prior to the game, the officials observe that the Team A players are wearing green pre-wrap.  The officials rule that this is legal because they have green in their uniform.  Are the officials correct?

11. Team A scores a basket.  Player B-3 grabs the ball and begins to walk towards the endline to make the throw-in.  Just after grabbing the ball, B-3 elbows A-4.  The official calls a foul and rules this to be a player-control foul as B3 had the ball.  Is the official correct?
(over)
12. A-2 is out of bounds making an endline throw-in.  A-4 who is trying to get open pushes B-1.  Team B is in the bonus.  The official calls a foul on A-4 and gives B-1 a one-and-one.  Is the official correct?

13. A-3 is out of bounds making a sideline throw-in.  The throw-in pass goes towards A-2 and deflects off his/her hands.  In an attempt to retrieve the ball (but before grabbing it), A-2 pushes B-3.  The official calls a team control foul.  Is the official correct?

14. A-1 has control of the ball in his/her frontcourt.  He/she then passes the ball towards A-3.  B-2 steps into the passing lane and tips the ball, which then deflects off A-3.  The ball goes into A’s backcourt.  A-1 runs into the backcourt and retrieves the ball.  The official rules that this is a legal play because B-2 touched the ball.  Is the official correct?

15. A-5 is dribbling and is closely guarded by B-4.  The official is counting and has reached three seconds when 

            A-5 dribbles the ball off his/her foot (interrupted dribble).  A-5 recovers the ball, and while still closely

            guarded continues his or her dribble.  The official starts a new five second count.  Is the official correct?
16. Defender B-1, who has established legal guarding position, is standing 1 foot from the sideline.         Dribbler A-1, who is attempting to get past B-1, bumps into B-1 and consequently steps on the sideline.  Official calls a foul on B-1.  Is the official correct?
17. A-1 is holding the ball and is trapped by 2 defensive players who are standing a foot or 2 apart.  A-1 attempts to step through the trap, contact occurs, A-1 falls down and loses possession of the ball.  Official calls a foul on one of the defensive players.  Is the official correct?  
